Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from  the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

13 December, 2005
Participants:

Sally Gose, Victoria

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

David O’Brien, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

Regrets:   Angela Connor, Don Aubin, Paul Bevan, Rona Brown

1. Karen provided an overview of the Edmonton Making a Difference training conference, held 7-9 Dec.  The conference was a great success.  It was attended by 165 people representing disciplines including police, teachers, crown prosecutors, school board lawyers, group home workers, immigrant services, representatives of the transgendered community, the Red Cross, nurses, psychologists, and victim advocates and support workers.  Many participants noted that the conference presentations provided very useful insights for them, gave them an appreciation and understanding of the roles of other disciplines,  and helped them understand how the work they did fit into the bigger picture.  Congratulations on a job well done.

2. Ruth has been in touch with Paul Bevan regarding the training video discussed at the last meeting.  He will follow up with his audio-visual team and let us know whether the video is available for distribution.  .

3. The draft Donner grant request was reviewed, and has been amended as per recommendations made. Copy attached.

4. Kathleen raised the issue of a standardized national forensic examination kit. Several of the provinces represented have standardized provincial kits, however discussion highlighted the need for a review of kit contents to ensure kits meet investigative and prosecution requirements (e.g. DNA friendly).  This issue will be addressed by the Board in 2006.

5. The next telephone meeting of the advisory board will be determined in early January, 2007.

To one and all, I wish you a happy, peaceful holiday season, and a new year filled with all the people and activities you enjoy most!






Ruth Montgomery

