Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from  the Inaugural National Advisory Committee Telephone Meeting

15 November, 2005
Participants:

Sally Gose, Victoria

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Don Aubin, Whitehorse

Paul Bevan, Niagara Region

Ronald MacDonald, Antigonish

Rona Brown, PEI

David O’Brien, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

1. Participants provided brief introductions and highlights of collaborative efforts to address sexual assault in their community or region.

2. A number of participants requested a copy of a training video produced by Niagara region.  Paul will provide details to Ruth.

3. Niagara’s SART protocol will also be distributed, copy attached.

4. Karen reported that the response to the Edmonton conference has been excellent, and that the conference is sold out.

5. Several participants noted that they are working through similar issues – i.e. providing services to dispersed and remote populations.  Ruth would be pleased to coordinate a conference call for those interested in discussing these these issues.  Please let her know if you are interested in participating.

6. Board responsibilities were discussed and agreed upon. A revised draft is attached.  Please review and advise of any other changes  you’d like to see.

7. David (PEI) asked that the group consider changing the name of the initiative to more appropriately reflect the work being done.  Suggestion:  Committee for Enhanced Community Response to Sexual Assault.   Please review this with your team members.  It will be included as an agenda item for the next Board meeting.

8. The 2006 request for funding submission deadline is in December, not January as I mentioned on the phone.  Recognizing, as discussed, that it is unlikely that we will be able to accommodate a training opportunity for all eight communities in one year, I will be contacting each of you within the next few weeks to:

a. determine if you would prefer to have a training/development event in your community in 2006 or 2007

b. confirm their community priorities

c. determine other project priorities that you would like to see included in the funding request.

9. An advisory board contact list is attached.

10. The next telephone meeting of the advisory board will be December 13, 2005 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern time.  The focus of the meeting will be the drafting of a mission statement and terms of reference.

