Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from  the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

03 Apr 2006
Participants:

Sally Gose, Victoria

Danielle Aubry, Calgary

Deb Tomlinson, Alberta SA Centres

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Irene Smith, Halifax

Don Aubin, Whitehorse

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

David O’Brien, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

1. Irene requested insights from anyone who had been able to attract judicial participation in sexual assault related training.  It appears that several judges have participated, however usually as a panel member, rather than as a learner.  Sally Gose suggested that the Judicial Council of Canada is involved in training for Supreme Court judges.  She volunteered to make introductions to Bretell Dawson, the overseer of this training.  Ruth will follow up.

2. Ruth advised that a letter of agreement has been signed with Pamela Rubin, and that she has started her research.  She will provide a progress report to the Board at the May tele-conference.  Ruth will talk to APRI before Pamela undertakes any “Canadianization” of their materials.

3. Ruth reported that Jamie Garff has been secured to develop the website.  She is conducting preliminary research and will start development as soon as the deposit for her work is received.  Board members agreed that the site should include updates on training events, reform efforts in our communities, and resource materials to start.  Other content can be added as required.  Ruth will prepare and circulate a template for the community reports so there is consistency between them.  

4. Deb Tomilinson advised that she has received word that the Auditor General will be conducting an audit of the RCMP labs. The Board agreed that this was a valuable opportunity to collectively approach this important issue with a unified voice. Ruth has touched base with Shelly Trevethan, Director PSEPC, Auditor General, who advises that they would be very much interested in hearing what our members thoughts and comments on lab services. Her teams will be in BC in May or June, and Ruth will meet with them at that time.  In the meantime, Ruth will be looking for input from the teams on this. Deb advised that her contact has authored several papers.  She will put Ruth in touch with him to determine if/how we may be able to build some of the work he has already done to communication our concerns.

5. Ruth has received a good amount of information on the forensic kits from the communities.  She is going to summarize the information forwarded and circulate it to the Board as soon as the report is completed.  The initial documentation from this study is attached.

6. The Niagara Regional Training sexual assault training video has not yet been completed.  Niagara Region will advise when the video is available for distribution.

7. Making a Difference training events have been scheduled as follows:

a.  Victoria

October 26/27

b.  Halifax

December 6-9

c.  PEI


December 4-5  (to be confirmed)

d.  Whitehorse

January or February 2006 (to be confirmed)

8. Ruth will be meeting with the Victoria team on April 4, and with Okasana Werbowy, our Donner Foundation Officer, Stephanie Hanson, a Donner family member, and the Niagara team in St. Catherines on April 28th.  

9. THE NEXT TELEPHONE MEETING OF THE ADVISORY BOARD WILL BE HELD APRIL 25, 2006 AT 1:00 PM EASTERN TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS TO RUTH PRIOR APRIL 20.
