Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

21 September 2006
Participants:

Deb Tomlinson, Alberta SA Centres

Karen Smith, Edmonton AB 

Jackie Stevens, Halifax NS

David O’Brien, PEI 

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region ON

Clark Russell, Victoria BC

Paul Bevan, Niagara Region

Don Aubin, Whitehorse

Sally Gose, Victoria BC

Stephanie Hanson, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

1. Community and Training Event Updates

David provided an overview of training being conducted in the province to standardize sexual assault reporting for police.  He also advised that the bar “date rape drug” program has been hailed as a great success and that PEI Liquor Commission will be expanding the project to other communities.  David/Rona will provide program details to be circulated to Making a Difference participants for their information and use.  David updated  plans for the upcoming Making a Difference Training Conference.  Joanne A. has been confirmed for day one.  Day two will comprise of regional presenters.  Details will be finalized shortly.

Sally and Clark reviewed plans for the Victoria conference.  An agenda is attached.  Participants are limited to 100 persons.

Jackie updated the group on the Nova Scotia training conference.  A draft agenda is attached.  A final agenda will be circulated as soon as it is available.  Jackie and her team are searching for a presenter for the conference who has experienced sexual assault, but for whom the investigation and court process was positive – the intent is to learn from him/her what it was that made a difficult time and process more palatable. Stephanie recommended Jackie speak with Kim and Paul about a woman who presented in Hamilton.  Paul suggested Sheldon Kennedy may also be an option.  Another call participant suggested organizing personnel for “Take Back the Night” may be able to make some recommendations.

Don Aubin reported that there has been considerable turnover in staff in the Justice offices and in the police, so progress has been slow.  He has welcomed a new doctor to the team, and is looking forward to working with him and others to promote the integrated response concept.

Kim and Paul reported that one of their team members, Mary Shelley has been appointed as a JP.  They are looking forward to a continuing good working relationship with her in that capacity.  Niagara recently held a joint training event on critical incident stress management.  The training was well received, and the team is working on developing a community protocol on this topic.  Paul reported that a training video/DVD focused on sensitizing police investigators to the needs of sexual assault victims is in the final stages of production.  He anticipates release within the next month, and will advise as soon as he is able of the costs and process to acquire this video.

Karen reported that the two Edmonton sexual assault centers and the Edmonton Police Service started their 3d party reporting pilot project in July, and that they have seen several usages to date.  She also highlighted a “war rape” project the Centre is working on with local settlement workers.  A conference on this topic will be held at the end of the month. Karen can provide contact information.  Jackie reported that she has some information on related work being done in Halifax that she will share with Karen. 

Deb Tomlinson advised that the research report on SANE nurses giving medical expert evidence has been completed and will be released shortly.  The Alberta Health and Solicitor General work on development of a standardized SANE response in Alberta is in the pilot stage.  The study on rural service models has been completed, and will be shared with all project members as soon as it is available in electronic format.  Work is continuing on the implementation of the Calgary Collaborative Services Centre, which will deal with domestic violence and sexual violence cases in an integrated fashion.  The center will house police, crown and medical personnel.

2.  Legal Research Update

Pamela Rubin  was not able to join the call, however, Ruth advised that Pam will have the concise resource on obtaining judicial authorization for pretext phone calls completed for distribution by the end of September.  Cross examination research is slated for completion by November 15, and the cross examination reference tool for prosecutors will be completed by year end.

Call participants discussed challenges encountered in how forensic evidence is used in trials.  Defense often argue, even if there is forensic evidence, that sex was consensual, and juries often convict.  Decision to forward this issue to Pam to see if it can be addressed as part of her research.  Karen advised that Kathleen Soltys, who could not join the call today, may be able to provide some insights into how this issue can be addressed.

3.   Website

The latest draft of the website was reviewed.  Call participants approved the draft website and content as is.  Several advised that some corrections needed to be made. Participants were asked to forward changes to Ruth asap so that we can go live with the website, and share with the broader public some of the great work being done by the teams.

Members were also asked to advise Ruth whether their agency websites and personal email addresses/contact information can be added to the site.  A resource page is envisioned for future development.  Ideas needed – forward them to Ruth. 

4. Sexual Assault Kit Overviews

Additional information supplied by participants has been added to the sexual assault kit overview.  Kathleen Soltys, the project initiator was not available for the phone call today, however, Karen Smith advised that Kathleen is still working with the RCMP on kit modifications.  Ruth will touch base with Kathleen to determine next steps to be taken.  Advisory Board members will discuss with their teams next steps to be taken to ensure that this document is useful for all.  Suggestions included forensic medical tele-conference to discuss medical issues arising, and some interdisciplinary phone calls/email exchanges to discuss how information can be used to support team efforts in areas ranging from time frames for examination to police roles in forensic exams and how prosecutors use forensic evidence in court. 

A special thank you to Kathleen for making this document so much more user friendly. Thanks to everyone for submitting information and reviewing this document for accuracy..

Several teams have submitted their sexual assault kit training guidelines.  Please advise if you wish a copy.

5. Data Collection

Thanks to everyone for your input on the data collection variables and collection guidelines.  Ruth will work with Kim to review them, and then will set up phone calls with community teams to discuss usage and report preparation.

6. Other

Paul noted that there is provincial legislation in Ontario that permits the medical health officer, upon application by the complainant, to collect a blood sample from known offenders.  Collection is contingent on the complainant to have samples taken as well, and for the samples to be exchanged between the complainant’s and offender’s doctors.  A copy of the relevant sections of the Health Protection Act and application forms are attached.

A conference call participant commented on the significant workload of the RCMP forensic labs, and noted that it would be valuable and useful to identify strategies and mechanisms to ensure that forensic evidence that is collected can be used to best advantage in court.  This issue is closely related to the  previously identified “consensual sex” argument.  Other advisory board members agreed.  The comment will be referred to Pam Rubin for research and comment.  It is not known at this point whether this research will fall within existing research parameters or will be in addition to issues currently being addressed by Pam.

7. OUR NEXT CONFERENCE CALL WILL TAKE PLACE OCTOBER 24, 2006 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE SUBMIT AGENDA ITEMS IN ADVANCE.

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  
604 806 0046

Email:  ruth.montgomery@telus.net

