Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

24 October, 2006
Participants:

Karen Smith, Edmonton AB 

Jackie Stevens, Halifax NS

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region ON

Kathleen Soltys,  Edmonton AB

Oksana Werbowy, Donner Foundation

Stephanie Hanson, Donner Foundation

Pamela Rubin, Legal Researcher

Ruth Montgomery

1. Community Training Event Updates

The Victoria conference, starting October 26, 2006 has sold out and has a waiting list.

Irene updated the group on the Nova Scotia training conference.  One highlight is that the team has been able to secure a domestic violence court justice from  New York who will talk about the use/value of specialized courts.  As well, delegates will join communities across the country in remembrance and action on violence against women.  

The PEI program has been finalized.  One highlight of that program will be the presentation and discussion on privacy and confidentiality of information in sexual assault investigations.

Approvals have been granted for the Niagara region to host a training event in early April.  Dates and details will be announced as they become available.

2.  Legal Research Update

Pamela Rubin  provided an overview of her research on pretext phone calls.  Her conclusion is that there are no constitutional issues arising, as long as the required authorizations are obtained.  Pam provided for distribution a 4 page guideline titled “Using Pretext Phone Calls in Sexual Assault Investigations”.  Several questions arise from the research:

1.   information received by Pam, is that police often feel that if they have a solid and credible complainant statement, that using a pre-text phone call is not necessary.  The question that arises is "knowing that the credibility of the complainant will be attacked, is it useful to go the extra step with the pre-text phone call?  Discussions centred on the likelihood that the suspect may change his/her plea once confronted with the information, or at minimum that an "admission" can be used to support the complainant's statement.

2.   several persons Pam interviewed indicated that obtaining a judicial authorization for a pretext phone call takes approximately 2 days. If this is the case, are there ways to streamline the process, or is this a resourcing issue?  If it is a resourcing issue, how do we go about increasing resources to increase the thoroughness of investigations?

3. when are pre-text phone calls likely or not likely to be fruitful?  What criteria should be employed to determine if a pretext phone call should be made?  Research is needed to illuminate how these decisions are/could/should be made - i.e. based on type of assault? victim characteristics? etc.

4. how are justice interventions benefiting victims and survivors?  This is an important consideration when determining which tools should be used.

The communities represented on the phone call indicated they wished to take this issue up as a team at their next team meeting and report back at the November advisory group conference call.  The remaining communities have been contacted and asked if they are able to do the same.  

Ruth will speak with Calgary police to determine their policy and experience with using pretext phone calls.  She will also forward a copy of the draft document to Joanne and request permission to include her comments, with acknowledgement, in the document prior to distribution.
3.   Website

Changes forward have been submitted.  We hope to have the website fully functioning shortly.

4. Sexual Assault Kit Overviews

Additional information supplied by participants has been added to the sexual assault kit overview.  Call participants agreed that the information gathered should be forwarded to the RCMP who are conducting a study on modifications to the RCMP sexual assault kits. It is our understanding that the RCMP are looking to make their kits available for sale to police agencies across Canada.

Ruth therefore requests the following:

1. please forward any additional information you’d like to see included in the overview to her by November 3, 2006. Additions/adjustments will be incorporated into the final draft, which will be circulated to team members along with a draft cover letter for approval prior to submission to the RCMP.

The group reinforced that there would be value in discussing variations in current kit content, guidelines for use, etc., but that it would be even more valuable to have someone research the outcomes resulting from using the different kits and guidelines.  Suggestions for potential funders for such an initiative are the federal government Status of Women or Victims of Crime Initiative (suggestions by Irene Smith).  Potential researches could be identified through the Status of Women(Irene Smith), RESOLVE Manitoba or Alberta (Karen Smith),  law or criminology departments in major universities (Oksana Werbowy) or contacts team members may have with research organizations.  Please provide Ruth with any suggestions or contacts you may have – she will touch base with potential funders and researchers to determine if this study is feasible.

5. Data Collection

There will be a conference call to finalize data collection guidelines on Tuesday, November 14, 2006 at 1 pm Eastern (Ontario) time.  Questions have been circulated.  Please join us prepared to provide your community’s thoughts and insights.

6. Alberta Association of Sexual Assault Centres Research

The group thanked AASAC for sharing the research conducted on the use of nurses as sexual assault examiners, service delivery for sexual assault survivors in rural and remote communities, and opportunities for collaboration between women’s shelters and sexual assault centers in Alberta.  

Regret was expressed that more of the positive Canadian experiences with the use of nurses as forensic medical examiners and expert witnesses was not highlighted in the paper.  Some participants suggested that this may be due to Canadian communities not documenting results of the use of SANES.  Kim volunteered to check with the Ontario Association of Sexual Assault Centres to see if they had any research on this topic.

A lively discussion ensued about the value and importance of specialized resources (medical, investigative, prosecution) in providing expert testimony and services.  It further highlighted and emphasized the need for increasing knowledge through discussion and training at all levels, including the judiciary, not only to provide improved services, but to increase the confidence of victims in the criminal justice system, and to increase the credibility of those working within the system.

7. National Forensic Laboratory Audit

Ruth has touched base with the Auditor General’s office.  The audit director extends thank yous to everyone who contributed information to the submission.  The anticipated date for release of the auditor general’s report is spring 2007. 

8. OUR NEXT CONFERENCE CALL WILL TAKE PLACE NOVEMBER 28, 2006 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE SUBMIT AGENDA ITEMS IN ADVANCE.

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  
604 806 0046

Email:  ruth.montgomery@telus.net

