Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National Advisory 

Board Telephone Meeting

28 November, 2006
Participants:

Karen Smith, Edmonton AB 

Don Aubin, YT

Paul Bevan, Niagara ON

Oksana Werbowy, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

1. Community Training Event Updates

Congratulations to Team Victoria on hosting a successful training conference. Participants enjoyed meeting with other sexual assault professionals and found the presentations informative and useful.  Many observed that they have a new and improved appreciation for the work of other professionals involved in sexual assault, and that this knowledge will assist them in providing better services.

The PEI and Halifax programs have been selling well.  We’re looking forward to the conferences.

Paul Bevan provided an update of the planned Niagara Region training event Mar 28-30, 2007.  Conference information/details will be posted on the website as they become available.

2.  Legal Research Update

Ruth has contacted a number of Canadian police agencies, and has found an investigator in Toronto who has used pretext phone calls in sexual assault investigations.  Paul Bevan volunteered to touch base with him to get further details, and to see if he is able to share a copy of the completed, approved judicial authorization used.  

Don Aubin suggested, and the group concurred, that further discussion and training in this area is required to determine where, when, and how pretext phone calls can be used.  A joint US/Canada presentation on the subject will be included in the Niagara training event. 

It appears there are some complexities involved in getting judicial authorizations, approved, especially in rural environments.  As well, RCMP policy requires that a liability related contract be prepared and signed by the victim.  This procedure can take considerable time – e.g. Yukon contracts have to be drafted by the Vancouver office.

3.   Website

The website is up and running.  Two new sections have been added.  A “Conferences” section has been added – photos from the Victoria conference have been included here.  Thanks to Oksana’s suggestion, conference presenters have been, and will continue to be approached about posting presentations on the “Members Only” portion of the website. 

To access the “Members Only” portion of the website, go to “MAD Canada” and click on “Members Only”.  Username is MAD.   Password is MEMBERS.   User name and password are not case sensitive. 

Encourage your team members to view the website and provide suggestions for additional information and improvement.

4. Sexual Assault Kit Overviews

No additional information has been provided for the assault kit overview, so it appears that the information collected to date is complete.  Based on the information shared by Kathleen Soltys at the last conference call, Ruth forwarded an email to Pamela Stewart of the RCMP indicating that the work we are doing may well be complementary to the review of the sexual assault kit they are conducting, and that we would be pleased to share and/or work with them our findings to date.  Awaiting response.

5. Data Collection

The November 14 conference call to finalize data collection guidelines was cancelled due to lack of participants.  Discussion resulted in a decision to have all advisory group members reinforce with their teams to the importance of getting data collection underway and check their availability for conference calls by discipline the week of December 18. Once I hear back, I’ll schedule calls by discipline, redistribute draft data collection tools and questions/issues raised by team members for discussion.

Don Aubin asked if we have determined if VICLAS data can be up/downloaded to reduce duplication of effort for police.  Ruth will check and advise.

6. Niagara Police Sexual Assault Police Training Video

This 7 minute training DVD, designed to be used for police roll call training, highlights the importance of sensitivity in sexual assault investigations.  It features three victims recounting their experience with the police/criminal justice system – some good and some bad.  Paul Bevan advises price will be in the $10-$15 dollar range.  Please let Ruth know if you’d like to purchase a copy (email:  ruth.montgomery@telus.net   ph:  604 806 0046).

7. DUE TO THE DISCIPLINE CONFERENCE CALLS SCHEDULED FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 18, 2006 AND THE FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS, OUR NEXT CONFERENCE CALL WILL TAKE PLACE JANUARY 9, 2007 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE SUBMIT AGENDA ITEMS IN ADVANCE.

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  
604 806 0046

Email:  ruth.montgomery@telus.net

