Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from  the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

9 January, 2007
Participants:

Rona Brown PEI

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Paul Bevan, Niagara Region

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Don Aubin, Whitehorse

Ruth Montgomery

PEI Conference

Rona provided a report on the PEI conference.  The conference, attended by approximately 100 people from across PEI including advocacy and support workers, nurses, police officers, and prosecutors, was a significant success.  One of the most significant outcomes was a great information sharing session between PEI child protection agencies and the police to develop and implement a Memorandum of Understanding formalizing information sharing under legislative authority – federal and provincial Privacy Acts.

Don indicated that such an MOU is in existence in the Yukon.  He will forward a copy to Rona.

Work is being done to introduce a dedicated SANE program in PEI. Information has been forwarded to Rona about a local nurse who is active in this initiative.

Halifax Conference

Ruth provided a report on the Halifax conference which also was very successful, drawing approximately 150 attendees.  Of particular interest were discussions on the use of pretext phone calls and preparing files and witnesses for court.

Conference Presentations to be Posted

Congratulations to both PEI and Halifax for hosting great conferences.  Your efforts clearly paid off.

Wherever agreed by presenters, presentations will be posted to the Making a Difference website, members only section.

Whitehorse Team Update

Don advised that he would be meeting with the newly reconstituted local Making a Difference Advisory group following the conference.  Indications from the group are that the meeting was very successful, and all members are looking forward to cooperatively working hard to improve support, investigation, and prosecution of sexual assault in the Yukon.

Niagara Conference Update

Paul provided an update on the Making a Difference Conference to be hosted in Niagara March 28-30, 2007.  The agenda has been finalized, and speakers confirmed.  Following on the positive reception to Lisa Jacek’s presentation on preparing files and witnesses for court,  she has been added to the agenda.  As well, our legal researcher, Pam Rubin and Joanne Archambault will be making a joint presentation on pretext phone calls. Further information about the conference will be posted to the website in early February.

Sexual Assault Kit Update

Ruth advised that she has been in touch with Pam Stewart, the woman spearheading the RCMP’s initiative to update the sexual assault kits across Canada.  Pam is excited to hear about the Making a Difference project interest in updating the kits, and is looking forward to working with us to ensure the kits meet the needs of all involved.  Ruth and Kathleen Soltys will be speaking with Pam to determine timelines and next steps. 

Data Collection

Teleconferences were held with all disciplines in December. Thanks to everyone who participated and provided input.  Numerous adjustments have been recommended.  Ruth will be forwarding amended forms for further consideration as soon as rewrites are complete.  We hope to start data collection efforts shortly.

IN FEBRUARY WE WILL BE REVERTING TO OUR REGULAR, 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AS OUR MEETING DATE.  THE FEBRUARY MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE FEBRUARY 26, 2007 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.






Ruth Montgomery

