Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

12 June, 2007
Participants:

Paul Bevan, Niagara Region

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Karen Wickham, Victoria

Pam Rubin, Legal Research

Penny Hart, Halifax Region

David O’Brien, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

Introductions

We welcomed Karen and Penny to the advisory group.

Great News!  Donner Canadian Foundation Continues Support for 2007-2008

At its June 6 meeting, the Donner Canadian Foundation’s Board of Governors approved a grant to the Sexual Assault Centre for Edmonton (SACE) in support of Making a Difference Canada:  Phase III.  This amount supports in full, requests 2-4 and 7-11 in the proposal (copy attached).  The Foundation has also authorized funds for the first project under item 5: legal research and consultation on the use of social science research and expert witnesses.  The remainder of this grant will be applied toward the Canadian National Making a Difference Conference.  
 

The Foundation has requested that the project co-ordinator work with the community team members to determine what portion of the remaining conference costs can be covered by them.  In November 2007, the coordinator and the communities are invited to submit another proposal for any outstanding conference expenses and for the second project under budget item 5.  This proposal will be considered at the Foundation’s January 2008 meeting.  If this proposal is not approved or if the communities are unable to provide a portion of the conference costs and written commitments of multi-disciplinary participation, the Foundation will rescind any unused conference funds from this grant.

Special thanks to Amy Buskirk for her guidance and support in helping us secure funds to continue this project.
Legal Research Update:  Prosecutor Objection Tool

Pam has completed the research on the prosecutor objection tool.  She reviewed the chart and accompanying memo she has produced with participants on the call.  These materials have been forwarded to team prosecutors for comment before we distribute them more broadly.  Once materials have been finalized, each advisory group member is encouraged to circulate copies within his/her community, and in particular to the judiciary, using whatever means is appropriate within their community.  The materials will also be posted on the open portion of the website to promote discussion within the communities about the inappropriateness of basing questioning on rape myths.     

Data Collection

Data collection is going well.  Some agencies are concerned that data collection is too time consuming.  Members agreed to support each other as required.  

One amendment was made to the advocacy/support form – page 3, question 3 has been amended to read time between reported assault and contact with advocacy/support agency.  No other amendments recommended at this time.  No technical questions at this time.  Direct any technical data entry/data reporting questions to Dr. Kim Lonsway at klonsway@charter.net or phone: 805 547 9981 (California). If you would like to set up a tele-conference with your community representatives with Dr. Lonsway, contact Ruth at ruth.montgomery@telus.net or by phone at 604 806 0046.

The Niagara Regional Police Service has expanded data collection efforts to include their child sexual assault files.  They are looking forward to getting a more complete picture of the issues they are dealing with in their region.

Getting the Message Out:  Media Releases

Making a Difference teams are encouraged to do what they can through the media in their communities to counteract these stereotypes by getting the truth out to reporters. Discussion resulted in a decision to augment local exposure with national or regional releases when appropriate.  Ruth will be asking for one volunteer from each team to act as an editorial advisory board to review content before it is released.  A sample press release teams can use is attached.

Online Sexual Assault Training Courses

Online sexual assault training courses are available through EVAW International.  A brochure on these courses is attached.   Anyone taking these courses is asked to let the advisory group know their opinion on course quality and application for Canadian markets.  

Kathleen Soltys advised that there are some Canadian sexual assault training courses available through Mount Royal College in Calgary.  Information on these courses will be distributed when it is received.

Website

A short survey will be distributed to all team members to get their input on they use the  Making a Difference website and how it can be improved.  Look for the following additions this month:

1. updated membership lists with links to agency websites

2. 2006-07 community reports

3. handouts for Sue Chapman’s presentation at the Niagara conference on sexual assault related legal updates

4. prosecutor objection tool

5. brochure for the Whitehorse Making a Difference conference

Whitehorse Conference 

The new dates for the Whitehorse Making a Difference Conference are October 24-26.  Information on the conference will be distributed and posted as soon as it is available.

Sexual Assault Kits

A letter has been received from the RCMP indicating that they are moving toward acceptance of only one sexual assault examination kit.  Ruth and Kathleen are working with the RCMP to finalize outcomes, timelines etc.

Submission to Auditor General on National Forensic Laboratories

The Auditor General’s report has been tabled.  The report received national and international press.  Here is the Associated Press note:

“Backlog, quality concerns plague testing.” Associated Press, May 2, 2007.

In Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s forensic labs failed to provide timely DNA analysis in a high percentage of cases, including many involving violent crimes, says the federal auditor general. The audit indicates that the laboratories frequently miss their deadlines, contrary to assurances from senior police officials who testified at parliamentary committees.”

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELE-CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD JULY 24 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS AT THIS CALL.

Thanks everyone!  Have a great summer.

Ruth Montgomery

