Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

24 April, 2007
Participants:

Paul Bevan, Niagara Region

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Sally Gose, Victoria

Karen Wickham, Victoria

Irene Smith, Halifax Region

Rona Brown, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

Introduction

Sally advised that she will be leaving the Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault Centre this summer.  She introduced her replacement, Karen Wickham.  Welcome Karen.

Niagara Conference Report

Paul reported that the Niagara conference was attended by approximately 150 people, and that the response by delegates to the conference speakers and content was overall very positive.  Selected presentations have been posted to the Making a Difference website.  Many delegates indicated that they appreciated the evening social activities that supplemented the professional development program.  A university student working with the Sexual Assault Centre is preparing a summary of the conference reviews. 

Houston Conference Report

Karen Smith, recipient of the Gaston “Tom” Archambault Memorial Scholarship, attended the EVAW International conference in Houston.  Karen and Barb Saunders from the Halifax team formed the Canadian contingent at the conference.  The conference was attended by approximately 500 people. Numerous professional development and networking opportunities made this conference very worthwhile.  Karen will forward a list of presentations she feels would be of particular interest to Canadian teams, and Ruth will determine if these presentations can be posted to the MAD website.

One report of particular interest was the presentation on the sexual violence and assaults following hurricane Katrina.  Also very interesting was Dr. Kim Lonsway’s analysis of the US MAD data collection efforts to date.  One disturbing statistic, consistent across the country, was the significant number of reports of sexual assaults from young Caucasian females who reported being assaulted by young black males not known to them.  Ruth will contact Dr. Lonsway to obtain a copy of her report to share with Canadian team members.

Data Collection

No other amendments recommended at this time.  No technical questions at this time.  Direct any technical data entry/data reporting questions to Dr. Kim Lonsway at klonsway@charter.net or phone: 805 547 9981 (California). 

If your community, or sectors within your community are unable to participate in data collection at this time, please let Ruth know if/how we can assist in supporting your data collection efforts.  If your agency is unable to answer certain questions on the forms, please leave them blank.

Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to get us to this point.  Data collection will officially commence May 01, 2007.

Pretext Phone Calls

Paul reported that a Detective in his Division will be using a pretext phone call in a sexual assault currently under investigation.  He highlighted that even within his Service, there were varying opinions on whether or not this tool could be used without making the caller an agent.  The conclusion, after significant further research and discussion, is that the caller is not required to be an agent.  Paul will keep us posted on outcomes.

Plans for Moving Forward

Thank you to the teams who provided information on their needs for the upcoming year.  Teams are asked to identify their highest priority development needs from the lists submitted.

Since the tele-conference I have received confirmation that the Foundation is interested in continuing support of the Canadian Making a Difference initiative through 2007.  Please forward your requests to me as soon as possible so that I can prepare a grant application.

2007 Funding Proposal – Local and National Priorities

Amy Buskirk from the Foundation advised that the Donner Foundation is interested in continuing to support the Canadian Making a Difference project.  The 2007-08 funding proposal must be submitted to the Board for consideration by mid-May.

Therefore, please narrow down and focus your local priorities to a maximum of  2-3 priorities, and identify what you consider national priorities, including legal research priorities, and submit them to Ruth by May 2, 2007 so she can prepare and circulate a drafts for revision by May 7.

Amy has also advised that funds remaining from the 2006-07 cycle can be used to support a training conference in Whitehorse, Yukon and to fund Ruth’s position until May.

RCMP Sexual Assault Kit Standardization

Pamela Steward, the RCMP lead on this project has moved on to other duties.  She has been replaced by Jeff Modler.  We have established contact with Jeff as we are eager to get this initiative underway.              

Legal Research Update

Pam has completed the research on pretext phone calls.  A complete package has been forwarded to all team police officers and prosecutors, and has been posted to the members only section of the Making a Difference Canada website.   (www.evawintl.org); user name is:  MAD; password is:  members).  Please pass this information on to your team members and any other police or prosecutors you are working with.

Work on the prosecutor objection tool is continuing.

Website

Please forward any additions, deletions, or amendments to the amended year end report sent to you earlier this week to Ruth by the end of this week.  Information in this document will be used to update the website, so it is critical that it is correct and current.

Team Contact List

Attached is the updated Making a Difference Canada team contact list.

Whitehorse, Yukon Training Conference

A Making a Difference Training Conference will take place in Whitehorse, Yukon June 11-13, 2007.  Conference information will be posted to the website shortly.  In the meantime, questions can be directed to team members, Don Aubin at don.aubin@rcmp-grc.gc.ca, ph:  867 667-5592, or to Sandra Bryce at Sandra.bryce@gov.yk.ca, ph:  867 667 3656.

I WILL BE OUT OF THE COUNTRY THE 4TH WEEK OF MAY.  I SUGGEST THAT WE HAVE OUR CONFERENCE CALL EITHER ON MAY 17, MAY 18, OR MAY 30.  PLEASE ADVISE YOUR PREFERENCE.  MAJORITY RULES!

Thanks everyone!

Ruth Montgomery

