Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

24 July, 2007
Participants:

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria

Irene Smith, Halifax Region

Penny Hart, Halifax Region

David O’Brien, PEI

Ruth Montgomery

INTRODUCTIONS

We welcomed Stephanie to the advisory group.

TEAM UPDATES

Niagara

The Crown has recently committed that a prosecutor will be available to attend each monthly meeting of the MAD team.  Kim Regehr, has been invited to meet with the Chief of Niagara Regional Police Service regarding the letter that was sent by our group to Ian Scott, the Crown prosecuting R v. Moore.  The provincial Ministry has allocated funds to provide for victim counseling in those areas of Ontario which do not have sexual assault centers.

Halifax Region

The team is working with feedback from the regional conference held last December to determine their future direction.  They are exploring a coordinated policy development approach for a more comprehensive sexual assault team.  The Avalon Centre has presented a proposal to the government for a provincial SANE program – they have asked for funding for a provincial coordinator and are looking a tools to ensure a collaborative response.  They are also participating in a needs assessment for the province for medical and follow-up services.  They will be capping off this research with a forum to examine the report findings in October.  The forum will involve the broad range of service providers in the province.

PEI

David O’Brien reported that with the change in government, they are waiting to determine how the government will support their efforts.  He noted that the mandate of the Premier’s Action Committee on Family Violence concludes in October, and they are also waiting for decisions regarding how family and sexual violence will be dealt with.

Edmonton

Kathleen Soltys reported that the Edmonton team has stabilized.  She also reported that they have seen a fairly significant increase in reported sexual assaults this summer, and so the teams are busy.  The Alberta government is looking a co-locating domestic violence and sexual assault examiners in Justice Centres in Calgary and Edmonton in the near future.  The Edmonton team has some concerns over the proposed initiative, so the province will likely trial the project in Calgary to determine its viability.

Victoria

Stephanie Capyk introduced herself and said she is looking forward to working with the group.  She noted that reported assaults in the Victoria region have dramatically decreased over the summer – she is uncertain why at this point.  

DATA COLLECTION

Data collection is going well in Victoria, Edmonton, and Niagara Region.  Halifax-Antigonish is exploring data collection as part of their regional strategic planning process.

RCMP SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION

Kathleen has identified 16 sexual assault examiners across the country who are interested in contributing to the review and development of recommendations for changes to the kit and related directions for its use.  If team members know anyone who should be included in the this review who may not yet have been contacted, please provide their contact information to Ruth at ruth.montgomery@telus.net or to Kathleen at kathleen.soltys@capitalhealth.ca.

WEBSITE

No response to the survey yet.  Ruth will resend the survey and add a question about whether or not team members feel the website should remain as a subweb of EVAW International, or whether it should be developed as an independent website.  

NOTE:  THIS HAS BEEN SENT TO ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS ON A SEPARATE EMAIL

Pros for remaining on the EVAW website:  

· MAD Canada is presented as part of a much larger, international group of persons working in the field of sexual assault

· MAD Canada is co-located with MAD USA

Pros for moving MAD Canada to its own website:

· People looking for Canadian content may not look on the EVAW website

· An independent website can enhance the perception of MAD Canada as a strong independent group

· Police and prosecutors in particular are looking for Canadian content

Please return this survey to Ruth by the end of July!

New material is being added regularly to the website.  Decision made to send articles being added to the Advisory Committee for distribution to their teams and others in their community as they see fit.   Articles will also be posted on the website.

If you have material you would like to add to the website, please advise Ruth.

WHITEHORSE TRAINING CONFERENCE 

The dates for the Whitehorse Making a Difference Conference are October 24-26.  A Victoria prosecutor, Edmonton sexual assault detective, and Calgary forensic medical examiner have been secured as presenters at the Whitehorse conference.  Each will be paired with someone local working in the field to ensure content is tailored specifically to this group.

R v. MOORE

Ian Scott, the prosecutor in this case, acknowledged receipt of our letter, and thanked us for the supporting materials appended to it.  He has forwarded the materials on  to the Ministry of the Attorney General for their use and consideration.

Ruth received information after the tele-conference today that the acquittal will be appealed to the Supreme Court.  

Thanks to all for your input, support, and editing!

LEGAL RESEARCH OBJECTION TOOL

Ruth asked that all team members distribute the cross examination memo and chart prepared by Pamela Rubin as widely as possible within their provinces.  David indicated he will provide Ruth with contact information for a National Chief Crown Association so the information can be distributed there as well.  The material has been posted to the website.

NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE

Attached is the National Making a Difference Canada Conference excerpt from the 2007-08 funding proposal.  It includes information on what could be included in such an event.  Ruth will develop a short questionnaire to confirm your interest in participating in such an event, and  to determine to what extent your teams can contribute financially to making it a success.

GUIDEBOOK FOR DRUG FACILITATED SEXUAL ASSAULT INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS

Preliminary technical information for this guidebook has been gathered.  Ruth asked for volunteers or recommendations of persons who may be interested in participating in this project.  

David O’Brien and Kathleen Soltys volunteered to participate.  Ruth has established contact with RCMP blood and drug experts.  We still need an experienced sexual assault investigator – please advise if you can recommend someone we can talk to.

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELE-CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD AUGUST 28 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS AT THIS CALL.

Thanks everyone!  Have a great summer.

Ruth Montgomery

