Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

25 September, 2007
Participants:

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria

Paul Bevan, Niagara

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Ruth Montgomery

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Stephanie Capyk is looking for information on drug facilitated sexual assaults to provide to Sherry Lee of the BC Attorney General’s office, who is intending to bring the issue up at the Federal-Provincial-Territorial  policy meeting next week.  Any information, including overviews, statistics, trends, types of substances and impact on individuals and communities would be appreciated.  Please forward information to Stephanie directly at 

stephaniec@vwsac.com as soon quickly as possible.  

NEW SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAMS STARTING UP

Pam Rubin let us know that the communities of Annapolis Valley and Bridgewater, Nova Scotia are starting up SART teams. She indicated that the implementation of these teams is a direct result of attendance at the December 2006 Making a Difference training event in Halifax.  

All persons on the conference call indicated they would be pleased to speak with anyone on the new teams regarding their experiences in setting up and managing SART teams.

DATA COLLECTION

We are heading into our second quarter with data collection.  No challenges reported to this point.  Please forward the data you have collected to date to Dr. Kim Lonsway at klonsway@charter.net .  Kim will clean and analyze data and provide reports back to us.  Kim is expecting your data.  If you have questions or would like to talk to Kim about your data collection, format etc. she can be reached at  ph:  805 547 9981 (California).  

NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE

Thank you to all who responded to the survey.  Proposals have been sought and received from hotels in Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto, and Ottawa.  Thank you to team members who provided contacts and in several cases, made direct contact with hotels.

The conference will be held April 7-9.  Further information will be distributed as soon as confirmations are made.

WHITEHORSE MAKING A DIFFERENCE TRAINING EVENT

Planning for this event is progressing well.  Over 70 persons have already registered.  Significant interest has been expressed by medical staff and investigators in the Northern Territories and Nunavet.  

RCMP SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION

Kit diagrams have been reviewed, modified, and approved by participants.  Forensic evidence and drug history forms have been disseminated for review.  A number of comments have been returned.  The first participant conference call will be held October 19.  Project conclusion still projected for year end.  

WEBSITE

Webmaster has been advised that we will be setting up an independent website.  Proposals requested and received from current webmaster, and three Canadian IT people who have set up/maintain websites for sexual assault support organizations.  When all are received, quotes will be summarized and circulated for Advisory Group input.  

THE NEXT CONFERENCE CALL WILL BE HELD MONDAY OCTOBER 22, 2007 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS YOU WISH TO INCLUDE IN OUR DISCUSSIONS.

Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

