Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

26 March, 2007
Participants:

Kim Regehr, Niagara Region

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Oksana Werbowy, Donner Foundation

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Ruth Montgomery

Deb Tomlinson, Calgary

A Year in Review

A draft year end report was circulated.  Team members were asked to review the draft and make adjustments as required.  

A copy of the draft was provided to the Donner Foundation for information.  A copy of the final report will be provided to the Foundation and all teams.

Plans for Moving Forward

Thank you to the teams who provided information on their needs for the upcoming year.  Teams are asked to identify their highest priority development needs from the lists submitted.

Since the tele-conference I have received confirmation that the Foundation is interested in continuing support of the Canadian Making a Difference initiative through 2007.  Please forward your requests to me as soon as possible so that I can prepare a grant application.

Data Collection

All persons on the tele-conference agreed that they could start data collection on May 1, 2007.  Copies of the finalized data collection forms are attached.  Data can be collected and forwarded in a variety of formats (e.g. Excel, Access etc.).  Dr. Kim Lonsway, who will be providing data collection support and analysis services is available to speak by phone to answer data collection format and process questions and work through implementation issues as required.  Kim can be reached by email at:  klonsway@charter.net or by phone at 805 547 9981 (California).    

Direct any questions or comments about data collection form content to me.   I’ll arrange for discussions as required.

Karen advised that Edmonton has started data collection on an informal basis with draft forms, and has not encountered any difficulties to this point.  Karen noted that they are using the HOMES database, developed by the Muttart Foundation for use by not for profits in western Canada.  She suggested that Ruth contact Deb Tomlinson in Calgary to determine if its use could be expanded to our project across the country. 

The group suggested it may also be useful to have a university ethics board review the forms and their intended use.   Ruth will touch base with the original researchers to see if they can assist in this regard.

RCMP Sexual Assault Kit Standardization

Kathleen provided an update on this initiative.  The RCMP has agreed to cover the costs of project related conference calls and to provide any samples required for testing.  Kathleen and the Capital Health Authority will be recognized for their work in rewriting kit related guidelines and procedures.  A preliminary work plan has been developed, and will commence as soon as the RCMP provide a letter of introduction outlining their intention to move to a one-kit system.  Projected completion date for the initiative is December, 2007.            

Legal Research Update

Pam has completed the research on pretext phone calls.  She will be presenting her findings at the Niagara conference.  A complete package will be forwarded under separate cover to advisory board members for circulation and discussion with their team members. Copies will also be forwarded to police and prosecutors.  The complete information package will be posted to the members only side of the Making a Difference Canada website  (www.evawintl.org); user name is:  MAD; password is:  members).  Feel welcome to pass this information on to your team members.

Work on the prosecutor objection tool is continuing.

RCMP Forensic Lab Audit

Ruth has received information from the Auditor General’s office that the RCMP forensic lab audit has been tabled for presentation to the government in late April. This could be deferred into May, dependent on when the House is sitting and what other issues have been scheduled for discussion.  The final report will be posted on the Internet.  We will also receive a hard copy of the report.

Open Discussion

Deb reported that Albert is looking for a model for delivery of sexual assault services for rural areas and small communities.

Karen reported that there has been significant turnover in the Edmonton team.  Kim noted that they are finding it very challenging to staff SANE positions.  She will touch base with Kathleen to determine if the Edmonton model can be adapted/adopted in Niagara.

Kim reported that plans were well underway for the Niagara conference.  They were looking forward to having approximately 140 people join them there.

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE ADVISORY BOARD WILL TAKE PLACE AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME ON APRIL 24, 2007.  PLEASE FORWARD ANY AGENDA ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE.  PLEASE ADVISE IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE.

Thanks everyone!

Ruth Montgomery

