Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Board Telephone Meeting

28 August, 2007
Participants:

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Karen Wickham, Victoria

Deb Tomlinson, Calgary

Ruth Montgomery

TEAM UPDATES

Deb reported that Calgary has made application for funding for a pilot project that would permit sexual assault victims/survivors to defer decisions about whether or not to report to police for a specified period of time, and to have forensic evidence collected stored for that time period.  Contact information for similar programs operating in Ontario and BC provided.

RCMP SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION

23 sexual assault examiners across the country are contributing to the review and development of recommendations for changes to the kit and related directions for its use. The first round of questions has been distributed.  

WEBSITE

Thanks for responses to the surveys.  The majority of respondents endorsed migrating to our own website. Respondents also indicated they would like to see a less text intensive website with more resources and links. Our webmaster has been advised of our wishes.  Proposals set up and maintain our own website have/are being sought.  If you have a webmaster/company you are happy with, please forward their contact info so I can request a proposal from them.  

LEGAL RESEARCH OBJECTION TOOL

I have received information from only one prosecutor that the legal research objection tool has been forwarded to Provincial Court Judges, Crown Attorneys and Legal Aid Lawyers.  Please forward this information within your province.
NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE

Thanks for responses to the questionnaire. Although we are still awaiting responses from 3 teams, it appears that teams are supportive of the concept and are able to contribute financially to ensure its success.

Further information will be forthcoming once all responses are in.

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELE-CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD SEPTEMBER 25 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  PLEASE FORWARD AGENDA ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS AT THIS CALL.

Thanks everyone!  Have a great September!

Ruth Montgomery

