Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Group Telephone Meeting

05 February 2008
Participants:

Rick Aird, Yukon

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Irene Smith, Halifax

David O’Brien, PEI

Paul Bevan, Niagara

Amy Buskirk, Donner Foundation

Stephanie Hanson, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

Karen Wickham, Victoria


      Anne Marie and Jenny, Calgary

Karen Smith, Edmonton


      David O’Brien, PEI

SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT STANDARDIZATION REVIEW UPDATE

Kathleen provided an update of the work being done with the RCMP on the sexual assault kit standardization.  She advised that the mandatory forms have been completed and that the team is now working on the discretionary forms.  

Kathleen will provide updated draft forms to advisory group members, if possible, prior to the conference.  Kathleen will present an update and respond to questions and issues on this topic at the national conference in April.

DATA COLLECTION 

Kim reports she has received 100 files from Niagara Region and 33 files from Edmonton.  She is looking forward to receiving additional files so that she can analyze and prepare a report of her findings for the conference. Deadline for receipt of files to be included in the analysis for report at the national conference is February 15, 2008.

Edmonton and Victoria advised that they will be submitting additional data prior to that date. 

NATIONAL MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA CONFERENCE UPDATE

Plans for the conference are proceeding well.  New additions to the agenda include:

1. a presentation by two Calgary crown prosecutors on the findings of a provincial Chief Crown Subcommittee on sexual assault in the province (confirmed), and    

2. a presentation by two team members from Austin TX on how their team has utilized data analysis findings to improve services in their community

Accommodations:

To date, only 22 rooms have been booked at the conference hotel.  Several people indicated that the hotel reservations desk advised that the room block was full.  This is not the case.  Please let Ruth know if you get this response from the hotel.  Ensure you quote Making a Difference Sexual Assault Conference or event #11000060845.

Ruth has to release rooms we do not anticipate using well in advance of the conference, so please have participants make room reservations directly with the hotel at 1 800 737 3783 or at 780 444 3000 by Feb 10, 2008.    

Reimbursement for Travel Costs:  

The Foundation will cover economy class airfare, or mileage at federal government rates to the price of economy class airfare, for up to 8 members per community.  Delegates are asked to book travel and forward receipts and the address to which they would like reimbursement sent attention of Ms Karen Smith, Executive Director, Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton, #205, 14964 - 121 A Ave, Edmonton, AB  T5V 1A3.  Karen will arrange reimbursement as quickly as possible.  If this arrangement is problematic for anyone, contact Ruth Montgomery at 604 806 0046.  
DRUG FACILITATED SEXUAL ASSAULT GUIDELINES

Work is progressing well on the guidelines.  If anyone has any strategies or best practices they would like to see included in the guideline, please forward them to Ruth asap.

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP CONFERENCE CALL WILL BE HELD FEBRUARY 26, 2008 AT 1 PM EASTERN (ONTARIO) TIME.  Please forward any items you wish included on the agenda.
Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

