Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Group Telephone Meeting

01 December, 2008
Participants:

Karen Wickham, Victoria

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton 

Paul Bevan, Niagara

David O’Brien, PEI

Irene Smith, Halifax-Antigonish

Helen MacLean, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

Amy Buskirk and her family welcomed a new baby boy into the world last week.  Mom and Matthew are doing well!   Congratulations from the Making a Difference team.s

National Kit Initiative Update

The RCMP have not yet advised of a projected implementation date.  Kathleen has not yet heard whether the proposed guidelines have been approved.  She has forwarded an email requesting that the group providing input be permitted to review the final product. No response to date.

Moving our Web Conferencing Initiative Forward

Participating members confirmed the first or second week of February is a good time to host our first conference.  Everyone in agreement that the focus should be on providing services to diverse communities.  Participants suggested focus be narrowed to access and provide basic services to these communities, enhancing understanding that “their culture isn’t our culture” and vice versa, building trust, and identifying related information sources (e.g. cultural norms, expectations, providing translation services, community strategies – e.g. Brampton – “Behind the Veil)

Potential presenters include Dr. Christa Minaa, a representative of the Ontario Women’s Directorate, and Dr. Sophie Yahani, a speaker at our 2008 National Conference.  Ruth to work out logistical and administrative details with Cathy Carter Snell, and then circulate information .

Translation Services

Several call participants indicated that they would like more information on how communities deal with translation.  Ruth will send a separate email requesting this information from individual communities, will collate it and forward it to participating teams.

Strategic Planning Initiative 

The following persons have volunteered to participate on behalf of their communities in the national starategic planning process:  Sephanie Capyk, Karen Smith, Cathy Carter Snell, Kathleen Soltys, Paul Bevan, Kim Regehr, David O’Brien, and Penny Hart.  Thank to all for agreeing to contribute to a plan to make our efforts sustainable and accountable in the longer term.

Data Collection

Please forward all collected data to Ruth or to Dr. Kim Lonsway directly by year end.  Kim’s email is:  klonsway@charter.net
Voices and Faces Project

Ruth was contacted by Janet Goldblatt, author of the attached article, the Voice of Date Rape,  a shortened version of which was printed recently in the Globe and Mail.  Please distribute the article to anyone you think may find it interesting or valuable.  Janet would be pleased to talk to anyone on our teams about her experiences and efforts to address this significant issue.  

Ruth will also speaking with Janet and Ann Ream, the director of the Voices and Faces Project, (see www.voicesandfaces.org) to determine potential possibilities for Canada to participate in this effort. 

Potential Partnership Research

Kim Regehr has identified a post graduate student to assist with identifying potential partners and funding opportunities for the Making a Difference  project .  Ruth will work with Kim and the student to confirm details.  Research to start in January.

Discussions highlighted the need for research on service provision to diverse communities.  No funding in place a present to accommodate this research – let’s think outside the box about how we might accomplish that!  Forward ideas to Ruth.

NEXT TELE-CONFERENCE:

Next call is tentatively scheduled for January 6 at 1 pm. Eastern time.  As this time may conflict with the planned strategic planning meeting, Ruth will confirm the time of the call as soon as she is able.

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!  WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST  FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON AND 2009!

Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  604 806 0046

