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Participants

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Kim Regehr, Niagara

Cathy Carter Snell, Calgary/Edmonton

Ruth Montgomery

David O’Brien, PEI
CONGRATULATIONS TO CATHY CARTER-SNELL

Cathy has been awarded the Sigma Theta Tau International Nursing Honors Society Best dissertation that will contribute to nursing practice  award for 2009.  Congratulations Cathy! 
SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATION KITS

Following conversations with Dr. Williams, a Yukon doctor who conducts sexual assault exams, Cathy followed up on the status of the kits ,  the outcome of Making a Difference input on kit content and directions, and processes for moving forward with a pre/post satisfaction survey with the new kits, with Mr. Louis Zuniga,  Program Manager for the Operational Policy and Compliance Section of the RCMP.  They remain in communication on this issue.

The request for standing offers to develop the sexual assault examination kits has been posted on MERX with a closing date of April 1, 2010.  Cathy, Kathleen, and Ruth will review the request to determine how the RCMP proceeded, and to determine steps for moving forward. 
FORENSIC RESEARCH NETWORK UPDATE

Cathy confirmed that the following:

1. Sexting and pornography – researcher is conducting literature review and will prepare an article for publication and a web page to be linked to the Making a Difference web page.  David O’Brien will be a resource for this research.

2. Dating violence –  we hope funding will be confirmed shortly for a 1 year pilot project.

3. Juror’s project – proposal being prepared for a spring submission and possible pilot in Alberta.  Project will be loosely modeled on a similar US study which surveyed potential jurors to determine the effect/impact of testimony and court processes on jurors.  Identified factors will form the foundation for a public education initiative.

4. Sexual assault and post traumatic stress disorder  - research is planned to examine sexual assault medical processes and support to identify factors that are more likely to result in PTSD.  Findings will be used to make recommendations for streamlining sexual assault related health and support services.

THE VOICES AND FACES PROJECT

Ruth provided an update on the Canadian Voices and Faces initiative.  We will offer 3 Voices and Faces presentations between January and June, 2010, one in the west, one in central Canada, and one in the east.  Response has been positive.  Ruth is working with several communities to determine interest and possible dates.
WEBINARS 

By all accounts our first webinar was a success.  We will work through technical challenges encountered to ensure future events are even more successful.

Our next webinar will focus on sexual assault related education for high school students. The session will be presented by Niagara, Edmonton, and PEI (all to be confirmed).  Each community employs a unique model.  Focus will be on delivery, content, and successes and challenges.   The group agreed that as public education providers in the communities are booked far in advance, the webinar will be held some time in the 1st two weeks of January.  

To do:  Kim, David and Karen to identify and advise re:  possible dates.
TEAM COMMUNITY REPORTS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Several teams have not yet submitted brief, point form summaries of activities they have undertaken in the past year.  Please submit to Ruth assap  so that the website can be updated. 

NEXT CONFERENCE CALL
WE WILL USE SKYPE FOR OUR NEXT CONFERENCE CALL.  RUTH WILL DISTRIBUTE DIRECTIONS FOR PARTICIPATION.

THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELECONFERENCE WILL BE HELD IN LATE DECEMBER OR EARLY JANUARY.  DATE AND TIME TO BE CONFIRMED BY RUTH.  

