Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Group Telephone Meeting

26 May, 2009
Participants

Kim Regehr, Niagara

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria

David O’Brien, PEI

Cathy Carter Snell, Calgary/Edmonton

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton

Wendy Oftedahl, PEI

Helen McLean, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN CONFERENCE (EVAW)

Ruth and Helen attended the EVAW conference.  This event provided significant learning and networking opportunities.   Ruth has received permission from the organizers to copy and distribute a resource CD from the conference.  CDs will be mailed shortly.

Conference highlights and resources you may find interesting and useful:

1. www.DNA.gov - US DNA Initiative.  Lots of good information, in particular DNA:  A Prosecutor’s Practice Notebook and Principles of Forensic DNA for Officers of the Court.  David will review and determine appropriateness of content for the Canadian context.

2. www.ndaa.org  - National District Attorneys Association, American Prosecutors Research Institute, The National Centre for the Prosecution of Violence Against Women.  Publications include Introducing Expert Testimony to Explain Victim Behaviour in Sexual and Domestic Violence prosecutions, Prosecuting Alcohol Facilitated Sexual Assault, Victim Responses to sexual Assault:  Counterintuitive or Simply Adaptive?, Practitioners Manual for Prosecution of Rohypnol and GHB Related Sexual Assault
3. www.unh.edu/preventioninnovations  - University of New Hampshire Bystanders Marketing Campaign.  8 posters available for $40.  This website was highlighted in a presentation titled Engaging Bystanders to Prevent Sexual Assault.   Contact Ruth if you would like more information on this.

4. www.abanet.org/domviol - American Bar Association Standards of Practice for Lawyers Representing Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking.  Focus is twofold – on ethical duty and best practice

5. The Impact of Psychological Trauma on Children -  this presentation covered impacts and effects on brain development, personal story, regulating emotion, problem behavoiurs, and health problems.  A significant bibliography is attached to the presentation.  A copy of the presentation is attached.  Thank you to EVAW for granting permission to share this.

6. The White Ribbon Campaign -  Todd Minerson, Executive Director of the White Ribbon campaign made two excellent presentations on worldwide efforts being made to increase the involvement of men in the prevention of sexual assault.  See www.whiteribbon.ca.  This site will be linked to the MAD Canada site.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE CANADA NAME CHANGE

By majority vote of communities participating, the Making a Difference Canada will be changed to:

Sexual Assault:  Making a Difference Canada, with the tag line Canadian Communities Working Together.   Changes will be made to the website.

MOUNT ROYAL RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP

Cathy demonstrated an online webconferencing tool called Dimdim that permits online sharing of information (e.g. power point, question and answer), that when used in combination with a teleconference greatly increases discussion options.  Everyone on the call was able to access the site without difficulty.  Ruth and Cathy will have further discussions to confirm suitability of the program for our purposes.

Cathy advised that she has/is writing research proposals for the following Making a Difference related initiatives:

1. drug facilitated sexual assaults

2. cultural and system barriers to reporting and accessing services

3. effectiveness of sexual assault kit exams on evidence quality

4. effectiveness of various forms of counselling

5. factors influencing risk for dating violence

6. health care needs of sexually assaulted females

7. funnel effects of sexual assault charges

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Stephanie highlighted the significant attention currently being focused on human trafficking in BC.  She asked for input on similar or complementary efforts elsewhere in Canada.  Please forward information to Ruth who will collate responses to determine how/if we should be addressing this serious issue.

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOLLOW-UP

All participants are asked to please submit status reports on the activities they committed to undertake or spearhead on behalf of the Making a Difference initiative as soon as possible.  

NEXT CONFERENCE CALL
THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELECONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2009 AT  1:00 PM EASTERN TIME.

