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UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

Sexual assault related conferences will be held in Edmonton, Halifax and Calgary.  See the website for more information.  The Toronto Police Service will be hosting sex crimes conference Oct 7-9, 2009.  Further information is available at http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/seminars/sexcrimes/.   The Foundation has authorized funds for Ruth to attend the EVAW International Conference in May. 

PARTNERSHIP RESEARCH

A draft report is expected in early May.  Response has been limited, but the research has identified some potential partners.  Research has highlighted that it will likely be easier to partner with an organization on a specific initiative.  A copy of the report will be circulated when it is received

VOICES AND FACES PROJECT

A second Canadian woman has volunteered to participate in the Voices and Faces project.  Ruth will meet with Ann Ream, the project director at the EVAW conference to firm up details of our participation, and to explore opportunities for a joint funding application to further future participation.

MOUNT ROYAL RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP

All Making a Difference member names have been submitted to Cathy Carter Snell for input into the Mount Royal database.  As soon as processing confirmation is received and technical issues are resolved, we will be moving forward with our first webinar.

Cathy advises that she has received funding for a coordinator and research assistant starting in July, so she is moving forward with job descriptions, responsibilities, and hiring.  She would like to incorporate our research needs with Mount Royal.

The group reconfirmed the following needs:  

1.    accessing and providing services for diverse populations generally, and immigrant populations specifically.    They are interested in cultural contexts, issues, and sensitivities in these communities for victims and accuseds, in an effort to improve services and investigations.

2. drug facilitated assaults are becoming increasingly prevalent – need background information, and supports for investigation, policy development etc.

3.     have observed shifts in dating violence, including a trend to voyeurism in “group/gang” sexual assaults in younger age groups (i.e. 13-14 year olds).   As well, participants noted that there seems to be a disconnect between sexual assault and potential consequences.   Some schools are taking action (e.g. confiscating cell phones with pornographic images – the question that arises is how to best manage this type of activity – i.e. is there a criminal component to this?   There is limited material available to assist in this area. The group would like to see some research on the influences of readily available pornography on sexual assault.  We see our role as educative and advocating for legislative changes for laws to improve our abilities to address this issue.  

4. issues around informed consent, especially as it relates to unconscious and underage victims.  This issue is being addressed differently across jurisdictions.  It would be very helpful to have information on how it is being handled so that communities can make informed decisions on the best strategies for dealing with this issue in their community.

May is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

What are you doing in your communities?  Paul Gillespie from KINSA will be speaking in Niagara.  As well, Niagara is encouraging and promoting positive media coverage about the work of the local police and the sexual assault centre.  Here are links to two examples:  http://www.wellandtribune.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1500575
http://www.wellandtribune.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1509263
Austin has developed a PSA video clip.  This will be distributed under separate cover.

The San Diego District Attorney has released a new public education camp gain aimed at preventing sexual assaults connected with alcohol consumption.  Check out the website at www.KnowThePrice.org. Ruth called San Diego to get permission for our members to use the video on this site – no response  yet.  She will keep us posted.

Special thanks to the Avalon Centre for all of the information they shared with our teams on myths and stereotypes associated with sexual assault.

Making a Difference Name Change

On the March conference call, a participant suggested that we touch base with the US Making a Difference Group to get their input on our name change.  The two finalists for the new name are:

1.  Sexual Assault:  Making a Difference In Canadian Communities

2.  Sexual Assault:  Making a Difference Canada   -   with the tag line Canadian Communities Working Together

Stephanie Hanson, our  Making a Difference Donner Foundation sponsor and Joanne Archambault, project manager for Making a Difference USA both selected the second title as their favourite.

So, unless I hear from any team to the contrary by May 15, 2009, we will be changing our name to the second title.

NEXT CONFERENCE CALL
WE WILL BE GOING BACK TO HOLDING OUR TELECONFERENCES ON THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.  THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELECONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009 AT  1:00 PM EASTERN TIME.

