Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Group Telephone Meeting

August 18, 2009
Participants

Kim Regehr, Niagara

Cathy Carter Snell, Calgary/Edmonton

Wendy Oftedahl, PEI

Paul Bevan, Niagara

Jenny Ofrim, Calgary

Irene Smith

Helen McLean, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

DONNER CANADIAN FOUNDATION UPDATE

The Foundation has generously agreed that we can use residual funds from our last granting period to continue our efforts.  Ruth estimates that these funds will keep us going for approximately 6 months.  Helen will advise when the winter/spring grants meeting will be held so that we can properly prepare a request if required.  THANK YOU HELEN!

The Foundation Board Meeting will be held October 18, 2009. Helen, Ruth and Anne Ream are in discussions to determine if this meeting presents an opportunity to promote the Canadian Voices and Faces project and introduce the women who have agreed to participate in the Voices and Faces initiative.
MOUNT ROYAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE RESEARCH 

Cathy has hired a research coordinator and will be hiring students to conduct literature reviews, beginning in the fall of 2009, on two to three of the following topics:

1.  Cultural and system barriers to reporting and accessing services in Canada

2. Consent laws across Canada and consent practices for unconscious victims

3. Drug facilitated sexual assaults – prevalence, types in Canada

4. Counselling effectiveness

 Students will conduct searches, and Cathy, in cooperation with Making a Difference team members, will synthesize information and identify research that will flow from the initial papers.  The intent is to produce papers on each topic for publication.  Please let Cathy know as soon as possible which topics you or members of your team are interested in working on.  
Cathy confirmed that Mount Royal will be conducting research on the following topics:

1.  Funnel effects of sexual assault charges (S. Tavcer and C. Carter-Snell)

2. Health care needs of sexually assaulted women (C. Carter-Snell)

3. Impact of injuries, credibility and context on potential juror decisions in sexual assault cases (C. Carter-Snell and J. Holmgren)

WEBINAR STATUS REPORT

Cathy reported that work is underway to update the College Blackboard site.   All Making a Difference team members will be provided with access to the site.  Cathy will conduct a “demonstration” of DimDim technology which we will be using for our webinars at our next meeting scheduled for October 8, 2009.  She will provide technical requirements and details prior to the meeting. 
We would like to say a special thank you to Cathy for taking such a leadership role in addressing issues of concern to us all.  THANK YOU CATHY.

OUTSTANDING ISSUE:  HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Irene noted that Peel Police have recently laid their first human trafficking charge.  If anyone has information on this file that can be shared, please send it to Ruth.
At our May meeting, Stephanie Capyk  highlighted the significant attention currently being focused on human trafficking in BC.  She asked for input on similar or complementary efforts elsewhere in Canada.  I have not received any information on this topic.  Please forward information to me so that I can share it with Stephanie and the other teams.

HALIFAX SEXUAL ASSAULT CONFERENCE

Irene provided a summary of the sexual assault conference held in Halifax in the spring.  Of particular interest was a presentation by Ingrid Bakke, a prosecutor in the Kobe Bryant trial.  Her presentation generated significant discussion on the topic of false reporting.   Irene will check her files to determine if there are presentation materials that can be shared. 

Several team members have indicated that police officers in their jurisdictions are citing a study that indicated 60% of sexual assault allegations are false reports.  Other studies indicate that the rate of false reporting is much lower.  If anyone has a copy of studies on false reporting in sexual assault cases, please forward to Ruth so that she can share them with others.

UNIVERSITY SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRES

To the best of our knowledge, the University of Alberta is the only Canadian University with a sexual assault centre.  Advisory group members noted that universities in their areas were not willing to set up sexual assault centres because of negative optics.  Jenny and Kim noted that they were invited to speak to Women’s Study Programs about sexual assault.  Ruth will Kris Fowler, the executive director of the sexual assault  centre at the U of A  and with our USA counterparts to determine if they have any information or materials they can share with us in our efforts to enhance education, and support  and prevention services for university staff and students.

WHITE RIBBON CAMPAIGN

Ruth has touched base with Todd Minerson at the White Ribbon Campaign to determine if there are opportunities for the Making a Difference teams to support his campaign, scheduled for November 25 – December 6, 2009.  Ruth will share information as it is received.

DATA COLLECTION

Data collection was deemed a critical element for participation in the Making a Difference Canada project.  Many communities are experiencing challenges in collecting data, and at present only two communities are submitting (in some cases partial).  Jenny indicated that Calgary is collecting data for the past several years form all disciplines.  Ruth will follow up to get details.  All persons on the call agreed that data and data analysis is important for being able to accurately present the current situation and to identify trends, what communities are doing really well,  where there are challenges, where service gaps exist.  This information can be used to plan and implement services and to secure funding and resources .

Several persons have indicated that they would like to see the data collection tools refined, and supported by definitions and explanations.  Ruth is willing to work with team members on such an undertaking, but only if there is a greater likelihood that teams will participate in data collection.  Ruth therefore asked that all representatives come to the next meeting prepared to discuss the challenges they are facing with data collection and the commitments they are able to make or not make in this effort.

TEAM COMMUNITY REPORTS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Ruth asked that each team please review and update the contact list distributed last week.  She also asked that each team prepare a brief, point form summary of activities they have undertaken in the past year so that the website can be updated. Due date:  October 01, 2009.
NEXT CONFERENCE CALL
THE NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELECONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2009 AT  1:00 PM EASTERN TIME.

