Making a Difference Canada:  Notes from the National 

Advisory Group Telephone Meeting

06 January, 2009
Participants:

Stephanie Capyk, Victoria

Kathleen Soltys, Edmonton 

Kim Regehr, Niagara

David O’Brien, PEI

Karen Smith, Edmonton

Helen MacLean, Donner Foundation

Ruth Montgomery

Apology

Apoligies to Cathy Carter Snell.  You were not on the distribution list for the conference call.  Your name has been added and you will receive future notices.

National Kit Initiative Update

The RFP has not yet been posted, so no date available for implementation of the new kits.  Kathleen advised that the RCMP are considering a tentative one year transition period, during which old kits will continue to be processed.  No word yet on whether the proposed guidelines have been approved.  

Web Conference:  Improving Service to our Diverse Communities

Conference will be hosted through the Mount Royal College technical systems – detailed access information will be forwarded to all team members shortly.

Date has been moved to the last week of February.  Complete information on the conference will be posted on the website as soon as it becomes available.

Strategic Planning Initiative 

A short questionnaire asking individual team members to identify local priorities and needs from their perspectives has been distributed via email.  Please encourage your team members to complete and return this survey to Cathy Carter Snell by January 19, so that the responses can be consolidated and used for the strategic planning session.

The planning session will take place in Toronto February 2/3.  Conclusion scheduled for 3 pm latest on February 3.  Agenda will be prepared and distributed prior to the meeting.

Data Collection

Niagara, Edmonton, and Victoria will all be forwarding data for analysis to Kim.  Kim has been advised to expect it in short order.  Kim’s email is:  klonsway@charter.net
Voices and Faces Project

The Voices and Faces stories have been incorporated into the Making a Difference Canada website (www.makingadifferencecanada.ca).  Ruth is working with Anne Ream to identify Canadian survivors who are willing to share their stories in this format.  Ruth to continue discussions with Anne and will prepare joint request for funding for this initiative if appropriate.  If you know someone who is willing to share their story, please let Ruth know.

CounterQuo.org Proclamation

We had positive response to having Making a Difference Canada sign in support of the proclamation, pending amendment of the proclamation to begin with “We are citizens of North America in 2009” or “We are living in 2009”  rather than the more restrictive “We are citizens of the United States of America”.   Ruth will continue liaison with the group and will advise of final decisions.

Partnership Research

Welcome to Dawn from the Niagara team.  She will be conducting research for us to identify potential partners and funders.  Research scheduled for completion in early March.

Justice Canada Survey

Adamira Tijerno of the Research Section of Justice Canada held a conference call with representatives of communities who have indicated preliminary interest in participating in their survey.  She and colleagues are currently refining the survey.  We await further information.

NEXT ADVISORY GROUP TELE-CONFERENCE:

Next call is scheduled for February 24, 2009  at 1 pm. Eastern time.  

Thanks everyone! 

Ruth Montgomery

Ph:  604 806 0046

