Sexual Assault & Related Statistics

Sexual Assault (General)
· In the 2004 General Social Survey (GSS), the rate of sexual assault for Canadians aged 15-24 was almost 18 times greater than the rate recorded for Canadians 55 and older

· The majority of sexual offences reported to police in 2002 took place in a residence (64%)

· According to the 2004 GSS, more than half (51%) of sexual assault incidents occur in a commercial or institutional establishment

· According to the 2004 GSS, 31% of sexual assaults occur in a residence or surrounding location

· Although most (93%) of sexual assaults result in no physical injury, one-fifth (21%) of victims report being unable to carry out their main activity for the rest of the day

· While many survivors don’t report to the police, they do turn to other informal sources of support.  The most common source of support is friends (72%)

Sexual Assault (Women)

· Approximately 1 in 3 women experience sexual assault in their lifetime

· In the 1993 Violence Against Women Survey (which still contains the most detailed information available on rates of sexual assault against women), 39% of Canadian adult women reported having had at least one experience of sexual assault since the age of 16

· Sexual victimization rates for women are 5-6 times higher than the rate for men

· 82% of all federally sentenced women report having been physical and/or sexually abused.  This percentage rises to 90% for Aboriginal women

· There are very few similarities amongst women who experience sexual assault, confirming that they are not to blame

Sexual Assault (Men)

· Between 1 in 3 to 1 in 6 men experience sexual abuse in their lifetime

· Most men are abused by “straight” men

· Men are more likely than women to report that their assault had little to no effect on them (30% of men compared to 6% of women)

Sexual Assault (People with disAbilities)

· 83% of women with disAbilities experience sexual assault in their lifetime (Stimpson & Best, 1991)

· 32% of men with developmental disAbilities experience sexual assault (WCASA 2003) (American)

· 90% of women with developmental disabilities experience sexual assault in their lifetime (Valenti-Hein & Schwartz, 1995)

· In Canada, the rate of sexual abuse of girls with developmental disAbilities is four times that of the national average (Razack, 1994)

· 3% of sexual abuse cases involving people with developmental disAbilities is reported
 (American)

· Persons with disabilities who are in institutions are two to four times more likely to experience sexual abuse than people with disabilities who live in the community.

· Almost half of perpetrators of abuse against persons with disabilities contacted their victims through services related to the survivor’s disability.

Sexual Assault (sex workers)
· Between 1991 and 2001, police identified 50 “prostitutes” as victims of homicide.  This does not include the vast number of missing women

· 33 of these victims were women and 17 male

· Four in 10 were under 25

· Only 66% of these cases were solved, compared to 79% of overall solved homicides

Sexual Assault (LGBTTIQQ Communities)

· In preliminary data, the Gender, Violence and Resource Access survey found that 50% of people who identify as either transgender or intersex have been sexually assaulted by a romantic partner
 (United States)

· People who identify as trans have communicated refusal “to report the crime or to receive medical help, afraid that the police and the medical system would just further abuse” them
 (United States)

Alcohol and Sexual Assault


· Among adult survivors of sexual assault responding to the 1999 GSS, 48% believed that the incident was related to the perpetrator’s alcohol/drug use

· In the United States, at least one half of all sexual assaults involve alcohol consumption by the perpetrator, the survivor, or both

· Perpetrators who were drunk at the time routinely use intoxication as an excuse for the assault.  They also report consuming alcohol in order to facilitate the sexual assault
 (United States)

Child Sexual Abuse


· Between 1 in 2 to 1 in 3 girls experience child sexual abuse

· Between 1 in 3 to 1 in 6 boys experience child sexual abuse

· 95% of children who are abused know their offender

· Over half of the sexual assaults reported to police in 2007 were perpetrated against children and youth under 18

· In 2007, children under 12 accounted for 25% of all reported sexual assaults in Canada

Impact of Sexual Assault
· In the 2004 GSS, 27% of people who had experienced sexual assault said they feel unsafe walking alone at night (compared to 14% of people who had not been criminally victimized)

· In the 2004 GSS, 1 in 6 (17%) of those who experienced sexual assault routinely stay at home at night because they are too afraid to go out alone, compared to 10% of those who had not been criminally victimized (20%)

· In the 2004 GSS, 63% of sexual assault victims indicated that over the past year, they had changed their routine, activities or avoided certain places, than people who had not been criminally victimized

Offenders

· 97% of persons accused of sexual offences are men, which is higher than the number of men accused of all other types of violent crimes (78%)

· Across Canada, 85% of sexual assaults are committed by someone the survivor knows

· Almost 1 in 3 (31%) of sexual assaults reported to police in 2007 were committed by a family member of the survivor’s

· Sexual offenders have a higher tendency of being repeat offenders before being reported to the police than other types of violent crimes (62% compared to 27%)

· At least 20% of American men report perpetrating sexual assault

Sexual Assault and the Law
· 8% of all sexual assaults are reported to police

· When asked why they did not report the sexual assault, a majority of respondents (58%) said they did not go to the police because they did not feel it was important enough

· Approximately 1/6 sexual offences reported to the police in 2002 were declared “unfounded” by the authorities

· In 2007, charges were laid in over a third of sexual offences reported to police compared to almost half of other types of violent crime

· In 2006/2007, prison terms were issued in more than half of adult-court convictions for sexual offences, compared to less than a third of convictions for other types of violent offences

· The clearance rate for sexual offences (including cleared through a charge being laid and cleared otherwise) has been decreasing since 1995.  Between 1991 and 1995, the clearance rate was around 74%, but dropped to 63% in 2002.  The clearance rate for other violence offences stood at around 75% over the same time period.

· In cases with a guilty verdict, the length of time to resolve the case (from the first appearance in adult court to the verdict) took 226 days for sexual assault, compared to 166 days for homicides, 186 days for attempted murder, 120 days for robbery or major assault and 97 days for common assault.

· Just under 4 in 10 cases of sexual assault that came before adult courts in 2003/04 resulted in a conviction

Intimate Partner Violence
​​

· Between 1994 and 2003, 1 in 5 of all solved murders in Canada were domestic homicides

· 60% of these homicides involved victims who were women
· In 41% of spousal killings of men in which police had the requisite information, the police determined that the man was “the first to use or threaten to use physical force or violence.”  In contrast, the victim initiated the violence in only 5% of spousal killings of women

· There is usually a history of domestic violence in spousal homicides (59% in those against women and 70% in those against men)

· Rates of spousal homicide have steadily been declining since 1975

Intimate Partner Violence & Aboriginal Peoples


· Sample counts on the GSS are too low to give statistically reliable estimates of the number of Aboriginal people who experience sexual assault

· In the 1999 GSS, Aboriginal Women reported rates of spousal violence that were twice as high as Aboriginal men and three times higher than non-Aboriginal women

· The rate of spousal homicide among Aboriginal women is 8 times the rate for non-Aboriginal women.  The rate of spousal homicide among Aboriginal men is 38 times the rate for non-Aboriginal men

· In 2004, 54% of Aboriginal women who reported being assaulted by a spouse to the police experienced potentially life-threatening injuries (compared to 37% of non-Aboriginal women)

· “Along Highway 16 (the Highway of Tears) in Northern B.C., over forty women have gone missing or have been found murdered since 1974. Almost all the victims on the Highway of Tears are Aboriginal women. The discrimination and marginalization of aboriginal women in Canada has lead to the increased rate of violence they face.”

· Aboriginal people reported rates of stalking that were twice the level for non-Aboriginal people (17% compared to 9%)

· Family members made up 45% of those accused of homicide against Aboriginal women and 68% of those accused of homicide against non-Aboriginal women.

· More than 500 Aboriginal women and girls have gone missing or been murdered in Canada over the last 30 years

· Prostitution Alternatives Counselling and Education (PACE) found that, although Indigenous people make up less than 2% of Vancouver’s population, Indigenous women represent 30% of the city’s sex workers.  Indigenous women are believed to be similarly over-represented among sex workers in other Canadian cities

· “Frontline organizations contacted by Amnesty International confirmed that racist and sexist attitudes toward Indigenous women continue to be a factor in attacks on Indigenous women in Canadian cities”

Criminal Harassment


· 11% of women and 7% of men experience stalking
 (whereby they fear for their safety or the safety of someone known to them)
· Stalkers were male in 80% of cases involving victims who are women and in 73% of cases involving victims who are men

· In 2004, 3/4 incidents of criminal harassment reported to the police were directed towards women

· In half these incidents, women were stalked by a person with whom they had an intimate relationship

· The most common situations involved ex-spouses (who were men) and ex-boyfriends

· Stalkers most likely to be violent towards those with whom they’ve had an intimate relationship

· Stalking has been identified as one of the primary risk factors for attempted and actual murder of female partners
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